A TASTE OF TEK DIVING

WHAT “TECHNICAL” REALLY
MEANS IN ASIA-PACIFIC DIVING

The term “technical diving” is often used loosely,
but in Asia and Oceania it carries very specific
implications. Many dives that appear “only slightly
deeper” than recreational limits rapidly escalate in
complexity due to remoteness, currents, and limited
emergency infrastructure.

In this region, a dive may reasonably be
considered technical if it involves:

REBREATHERS IN THE INDO-PACIFIC:
ADVANTAGES AND REALITIES

Closed-circuit rebreathers (CCR) have
transformed technical diving across Asia and
Oceania, particularly on deep wrecks and walls.
Their advantages are clear: extended bottom
times, reduced gas logistics, and optimal
decompression efficiency.

However, the region presents unique
challenges for CCR divers:
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Crucially, environmental factors amplify risk.
Strong tidal currents in Indonesia or Palau,
thermoclines in Chuuk Lagoon, or freshwater
haloclines in Thai cave systems can significantly
affect gas consumption, buoyancy, and task
loading. As a result, divers often adopt technical
configurations even on dives that sit near the
boundary between advanced recreational and
true technical profiles.

Many experienced technical divers in the
region operate hybrid strategies - using

CCR for deep primary dives while retaining
open-circuit bailout strategies tailored to local
conditions. Successful CCR diving here relies
less on cutting-edge technology and more on
conservative decision-making, redundancy, and
disciplined pre-dive checks.



